EAYAR FISHING

Fall Kayak Fishing,
Get’em Before They’re Gone

By Kayak Kevin Whitley

T"tﬂ'ﬂrué is in B air. The fall
ls the natural change of the
guand. To me, one of the most
iascinating aspects of Eishing the

Chesapeake Bay i the migralory pal

Lymnharears. | bafl the 133 in and wooli
the number down. When | receved
i papenwark on the hislony of that
figh, he was tagged just under a year
bedore in Lyrrhaven, when e red
was only 11 and a hall inches.

Spockled tout ame known B0

tormes of all of Bhe fish. Specklsd froud
ind e red dnam ane on Seir way oul
and soulh bound. It i harvest time,
and e fish ae Gtiening up o pre-
paul:fh‘nh‘t'mﬁmuﬂll-hndﬂl
know thers is @ mass evacuaion o
the south whin Bhe wabers codl? Az a
wolunkesar for the Virginia Game Fish
Tagging Program, | have had some
fantastic recaptures of the fish | have
tagged and released. | have stuck
1ags in reds Bnd spacks on e move.
A local 14-inch red was necaplund

four monts kber in Cumiuck sound,
One Mbe 8 incher was recaphured
almost 8 year later in the back of the
Pamiics Sound, and grew 80 21 inch-
5, Lie reds can also move af an
i asionishing speed: a 15 Incher ran
from the Pogquoson asea o the Cragon
; Inbet i seven divs Some stay down
south, but most come back to the Bay
ﬁaraﬂmwatln{m[lﬂ-llagmda
14 #ch red at Bhe HRET. In June al

5 2007, Ric Burmbey and | wene fishing
5 insida Lynnhaven. Ric recapbumd that
fish - ha had grown B0 19 inches, |
p caught a tagged 21 incher in
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remain in the walers they are
spawned in south of Cape Fear
spanding their antine e in cne
bty of warter, But up in ths |ati-
bade, thay migrate bke every
thing else. A 13 incher tagged I
localy, was recaplured afier
eight months. up Ha bay, of
James Isand Stabe Park in MD. But
i long deslance champ is a 14-inch
speck from Morfolk that was recap-
bured two months Later in Wiightsvile
Baach, N

Since these inshore fish feed in
inside places. thees is no befar ima o
b @ gk andgher B e sl In shal-
W backeaters, slealihiness s key
There is nowhera insida that a kayak-
ar can't gel o and quiety, With the
days getting shores, aunching quickly
equals more fime on te waler for
those aftecwwork afternoon Seaswns
Load the kiysk on the vehick the
night bedore. As soon 85 you escaps
from work, drive down io your Bvore
inled and throw your kayak on e
beach, There's no waiting for an open
spot on the ramp b launch, o o gel

gas, of late craw members. Just get in
and ga. The Chesapeakn Bay waber-
shed ls made for kayak fshing,

LITTLE REDS

Whethes you cal them fed drum,
puppy dnem, channel bass, spot tail
bass, medfish or lithe meds, they are the

"; most prevalent targeted fish in our

il backwaiers. | simply call them neds: |

foal ifs insulling %o call these awe-
somi light Backle fighlars, puppises
These ane the litthe brothiers of the big
reds we waiestla with on the Eastemn

Shora. They fight exacty the
same

when using light tackia.
ok vl ke @ S006 &5 i ROk L,
by S relenbess nes, siong poll
and head shakes. They never ghe up.

Reds ane sney pradators, neady
i ambygh bl behind every and any
ginuctre in Sa waler including pher pil
ings, submemed rocks, aysier bads,
and jolty besakwalers. My Tavoere
struchure o fish for reds s marsh
grass poinds. Al high tida, reds patml
Fe adge of the subminged grasies
fishing oul small bailsh and grass
shrimp. | cast right up against the
igrass, lak e jig fall, twiich and bounce
i & finw feeel from the edge. | nesd bacx
and repeat a5 | move down the grass
shicking out. The best ares o fish &

marsh grass next fo 8 desper chag
ned, b

To combat e relentiess nds |
use medium casting pear wily q
pound Biraided ling. Depanding on i
structure M'm fishing arcund, plings
mecks, or oysters, [T uwse 20 1o 3
pound Augrocarbon beader. Last ye
we hiad a lol of 16 1o 18 inchers
year, they have refumed and grew
et ko 20-inch size, Don'l et the: sing
focd you, A 22-inch red will pul yg
around and into the sinucturs
hosslad him in. You don't want io g
with ufira-light gaar, Many bacl
kayakers this year hive found B
safves in surprisingly brutal fghts
risds in thiy J-inch dlass,

| use one type of bait for
insida fish, Berkisy GLILEI has revolks
tranized irshione fishing. [ used io Lk
@ floundar rig and bally sirips for i
dﬁ.bﬂﬁhﬂhﬁardiml'ﬁ
ar, ol
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for mds and Ive
mirniow for specks. Wit GLn.F'ail
need ts couple of Eags and a few i
heads. GULP! is a simphd phishi; iooe-
ing bal made in many differend s
shapes from shrimp o crab, swin-
ming minnow 1o squid. What sets i
apart from olher plstics is the sent 4}
that i5 ingrained inlo the material It =
calches evenything. Soma anglers &8
complaining that it attracts too many 3
fish.

N start out with e swimming
midbel, which we call e curly tad, f &
kot of erpakers of spot ane anund nip-
ping off the tails, M swich ko the pogy
style, commaonky called the paddie tal,
In shalow waber, twa 1o Beee feet, |



Get’em Before They're Gone

USE B (uanier punce g head. 1l use &
Peed-gighths ounce in thres 1o ten
feed. In depths over ten feel | 1Se 3
half-conoe jig head and bounce it
aomss e boftom. | ke ko cast aooss
of up curment and redrieve R al 8 slow
o moderats speed fo kel the sen] of
the GULP irawsl down siream

SECRET SPECKS

Speckled troul have a senous air
of gacrecy about them. Ther physical
Desuily ot renders an anghs
awesiruck when holdng an exofic
spack. Maybe thal adds fo the guiel
nature of & speck feherman. Maybe
i’z because they are hand fo find, bt
when you find them, you find a ki of
them, and ioo moch angling presser
can kil a speck spot. They can be skit-
tish of moise and commobon, but not
when you sneak o the spol in & kayak.

Tha sacnet codo of e Spcks pre-
vents me i el you whens the speck
hod spots aen, bul | wil fed you whal
kind of sinactures o look for. | find thal
gpecks will hold posiions oul and
arcured @ shruciur Bke 2 jety or pler, |
book for slews and holes where the
spbcks will hide, B doasn't hivea 10 ba
deep. A shallow indention |5 enough
for specks 1o hunkir down. The old
adage * if you find the bait you'l find
the fish’ holds Bue fof Specks,
Undarwater grassy areas that provide
coer for by croakers and spol ane
ancefient tall speck haunts.

Although pacided ot afe = the
drum famdy thay are difierant in the
shiaps of their mouths. As Cory Routh
doplpingd Lash month, red and Black
dnum, spot and croaker 2l Fave undar
e mouths; specks point up, When
presenting my bait for drum, [l
bounca @ aoross tha bofiom. YWhen
casting for spocks, | kesp & swim-
ming. | use & quarier io three eighths
eunce jig heads with te GULP swim-
ming muliat, {oary tal). | swim e jig
lowy 0 ihe waler colunin, oCasonally
hetting in dinc 4o tha bothom. | changs:
color with the waier clarity and light
cordibons. | Bos lo use darker olors
in chear waler and bright ight. In the
ewvaning, | swich ko a bright nalural
aolor, In murky waber [ use chare-
rouse. | aways use & contrasteg col-
ared jig head,

If fnding them inT challenging
enough, keeping them hooked s the
hardes! fighl. Ther mouths ae 50
fragie and paper thin et the ook

atways fals oul when e speck hits
my plastic deck | koap my drag oet &3
kocesat a5 possile and use & My Bl
cashng rod. | fighl $hem with a sensi-
e louch keaping light peessure
Yiew W know when you have a speck on
e e By T head shakes, They
dan't run ke reds, they'l make Bt
spints and & kol of head shaking. Tha
mas! unnerving part of M fight 1o ma
is the surlsce shaiky, In fe middle of
the skeichy Bghl fouch lighl, soma
specks wil fse up o B bop and
shake their hiad completely ou of the
warler, Without constant lkghi prossune,
s deleniseg achc will fheow e
Mok, | had a spack surface shaks
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Irom bwenty yards out, frothing up the
waber all e way o mry kayak Wik a
scoop ol my heg, he's in the boat. |
tike a piciure, sfick a t3q in s back
and release him B bo on hs way
dimam south

When you caich ano of the P
deids of reds and specks with orange
Eags poking out fam s dorsal i, i
legal sire you can choosa o keep il
and ploase regort i b the VEFTP. The
pes thing o do i relsase | will e
tag in place 50 we can possbly gof
mulliple recaplures. Wrile the tag
rumber down, punch it inlo your ool
phana, o chp e 187 in hatl Tha tags
Fave Bwa Sebs of numbers. Call T57.
491-5160 and answer a fow Gues
bigns, where, when, whal and B
maasuramant. What you will recaive

for your paricipation i he papenverk
showing ware the fish was tagoed. 3
choice of 8 Ehifl, whan in siock, hat
gmall {ackl box o 8 cool fish pin of
the species you caught | el that cap-
luring & tagged fish is an added prize
10 an awesome day of kayak Sshing

Fayak Kirvin Whithey s the first WA
kaiya angler in achieve expen saltwa-
tar anger sistus. He has completed
mudtiple long disfance solo kayak
lours, including 8 1,800 mie paddie
froemi the panhandle of Florda to his
homa in Moo, WA Kayak Fighing
with Kayak Kevin i his guide senvica,
specaalizing in kayak fishing the lower
Chesapeake Bay. Eevn endorses
Bending Beanches paddies, JB cus-
tom rods and Aguasking auldoor pear
Hiz wab s is kayakkevincom
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